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reasonable to suppose that there were Irish supporters in both
Houses who were watching over the interests of the College
during the excited debates over the privilege.
Dating from the Treaty of 6 December 1921, the rights of
authors whose works were first produced in the Irish Free State
were left unprotected, since no place for registration for these
works had been provided.1
A Bill to protect such authors was introduced in 1925. This
Bill, however, contained so many controversial and difficult
problems connected with copyright, designs, trade-marks, and
patents, that the report issued by a joint committee of both
Houses was ignored by the Government, and an entirely new
Bill was drafted. This second Bill was introduced during the
following year, and was eventually passed, after a great deal of
discussion, on 20 May 1927 as "The Industrial and Commercial
Property (Protection) Act of 1927."
The debates to the Bill of this Act make interesting reading,
for the Bill underwent considerable alteration and amendment.
The number of copies of newly published works for deposition
in libraries was at first limited to seven, viz:
One copy for Trinity College, Dublin;
One copy for the National Library of Ireland;
" Automatic'> delivery of one copy to the British Museum; and
One copy each for Oxford, Cambridge, Scotland, and Wales,
on demand only.2
The importance of gathering and preserving as complete a col-
lection as possible at the National Library of Ireland was agreed
upon almost unanimously. On the other hand, the authorities of
Trinity College stressed the necessity of the retention of their
privilege. They claimed that the reason why the privilege was
originally given to them was because Trinity College was the only
university in Ireland at the time. They also declared that a
diversion of the privilege from Trinity College to the National
1  Prom 1921 until the passing of the 1927 Act, Irish works would not be
accepted for registration at the Copyright Office, Washington.
2  At one stage of the Bill exception was taken to the giving of free copies
to these^ four "outside** libraries. But the clause had been inserted on the
application of a number of authors, and it was ceded because of the publicity
assured to the copies going to these libraries. A reciprocal exchange of copies
with America was also mooted, but it came to nought.